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Course Description

The objective of this course is for students to understand and explore the dynamic environment of middle schools and young
adolescents, and to consider the impact of middle school principles, structures and practices on classroom learning and instruction.
Students will examine the unique characteristics of middle school learning and the educational needs of young adolescent learners, and
they will compare and contrast a variety of middle school models, including policy statements, visions and reform proposals. Students will
share and consider their personal experiences, and those of the entire class, as they investigate the many and varied issues that impact
any middle school and its community. 

Major topics include public policy issues, adolescent development, standards and curriculum, measures of intelligence, learning
differences, school structure and culture, instructional relationships and strategies, literacy and reading in the content areas, the
development of critical thinking skills, culturally responsive and equitable practices, interdisciplinary instruction, assessment methods,
middle school leadership, and technology. Given the important transitions and cognitive milestones that occur during the middle school
years, we will consider efforts to strike a balance between rigorous curriculum standards and developmentally appropriate modes of
learning.  We will consider the views and proposals of many of the parties with an interest in middle grades reform, and students will be
given an opportunity to research and share their knowledge of particular subjects.

 

Course Objectives

1. To encourage the habits of reflection, questioning, and inquiry. Students will consider their own experiences and share different visions
for the nature of middle schools. 

2. To develop and articulate a systemic understanding of instructional and curriculum practices in middle school education. Students will
examine learner-teacher relationships, culture/community contexts, and the unique developmental needs of middle grades students as
they relate to middle school curriculum and standards, and public policy issues.

3. To help teacher candidates guide middle school student learning. Students will examine several components of learning, development,
and instruction, including inquiry, metacognition, performance standards, equity, service learning, and assessment.

 

Northwestern University Conceptual Framework (NUCF)

“As active participants in the field of education, our candidates will strive for improvement and innovation based on inquiry that is
grounded in reflection and research.  The candidates will have:

1. A vision of learning that focuses on:

1.1 Understanding student thinking about the subject matter,

1.2 Reflection and research as a means of learning,

1.3 Learning as a social practice, which encourages collaborative learning in which people clarify doubts, examine beliefs, and
work together to address questions and concerns;

1.4 Authentic experience, where class sessions and assignments are designed to engage students’ interests and to have
implication for the student beyond the classroom, and



1.5  The use of technology by extending learning opportunities and thinking.

2. A vision of the learner that focuses on:

2.1 Lifelong learning and development shaped by social contexts

2.2 Student diversity as resource for educational community.

3. A vision of teaching that focuses on:

3.1 Connection of theory to practice, where candidates understand that theories suggest questions and ideas about practice,
and practice suggests modification of theory

3.2 Professional conduct that is responsible and ethical.”

Dispositions (as implied by the NUCF):

1. Willingness to systematically reflect on one’s own practice.  (NUCF 1.2, 3.1)
2. Commitment to understanding students’ thinking about the subject matter.  (NUCF 1.1)
3. Belief in the value of seeing students as individuals.  (NUCF 2.2)
4. Enthusiasm for learning and teaching through collaboration.  (NUCF 1.3)
5. Willingness to take the risks associated with engaging students’ interests through real world experiences.  (NUCF 1.4)
6. Energy for incorporating innovations in teaching, including the use of new technologies.  (NUCF 1.5)
7. Commitment to conducting one’s self professionally and responsibly.  (NUCF 3.2)

This course will emphasize the following elements of the Conceptual Framework: 1) A vision of learning—1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; 2) A

vision of the learner—2.1, 2.2, and; 3. A vision of teaching—3.1, 3.2. This course will also cultivate the following dispositions: 1-7.

 

School of Education and Social Policy—Academic Integrity Statement

Students in this course are expected to comply with the policies found in the booklet “Academic Integrity at Northwestern University: A
Basic Guide.”  Your written work may be electronically tested for plagiarized content.  For details regarding academic integrity at
Northwestern, visit: www.northwestern.edu/uacc/ (http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/) .  If you need a copy of the brochure, visit the
SESP Student Affairs Office.

 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

"In compliance with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, Northwestern University is
committed to providing equal access to all programming.  Students with disabilities seeking accommodations are encouraged to contact
the office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at 467-5530 or ssd@northwestern.edu (mailto:ssd@northwestern.edu) .  SSD
is located in the basement of Scott Hall.  SSD also has excellent web-site which is viewable at:  http://www.stuaff.northwestern.edu/ssd/

The guiding principle of the School of Education and Social Policy lies in our vision of learning, learners, and teaching as interdependent

and ever changing.  We understand that learning takes place in all stages of life and in many different settings, not only in schools.  We

view increasing diversity in the world as a rich resource for authentic learning.  Ours is a vision firmly grounded in social practice, and we

actively connect pedagogical theory to everyday experience in the classroom and beyond.  Through research and reflection, we seek to

understand the nature of learning communities and how innovations in pedagogy, technology, and social policy can improve our

institutions and our lives.

 

Required Texts

AMLE (2012). This We Believe in Action: Implementing Successful Middle Level Schools. Association of Middle Level Schools.
Brown, D. and Knowles, T. (2007). What Every Middle School Teacher Should Know. Portsmouth: Heinemann.
Perlstein, L. (2003). Not Much Just Chillin'. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

                        

Course Schedule

Week 1 - Introduction to Course: Why Middle School?

Week 2 - Who are we teaching?

Week 3 - Curriculum and Instruction: What are we teaching?



Assignments Summary:
 

Date Details

Week 4 - The Case for Inquiry: How should we teach?

Week 5 - Team-Teaching/Team Leading: How to collaborate? How can we make connections across the disciplines?

Week 6 - Changing Culture: How can we incorporate technology and visual literacy in the 21st century classroom?

Week 7 - Multiple Intelligences/Multiple Assessments: What are students actually learning in school?

Week 8 - Beyond the walls of the school: What are students learning outside of school?

Week 9 - Service Learning: How can we foster lifelong habits of community-mindedness?

Week 10 - Reflection: What have you learned?

 

Course assignments include:

* Four papers:  an interview with a MS student or teacher; an interdisciplinary lesson plan (group); a service learning project (group); a final
reflective essay. 

* Each week bring two genuine, interpretive questions (that is:  questions  you are wrestling with that are grounded in our texts and our
discussions that you don’t know “the answer” to and that can be answered in more than one way). These will not be collected.

*Presentation of group papers.    Please be prepared to explain group projects to the class in 20 min.  Also be prepared to respond to
questions from the class. 

Specific guidelines for all assignments will be provided in class.  Your quarter grade will be determined by your class participation

and attendance (in every sense of those words), the dutiful and thoughtful completion of weekly interpretive questions; timely

completion of paired presentations, weekly focus papers, and the final reflective paper. (Extra credit for exuding joie de vivre).  

 

Attendance: Since our class only meets once a week for 10 sessions, I expect everyone will attend each class on time.  Please let me
know by email if an emergency arises and you are unable to make a class.  We will follow the attendance guidelines of the SESP if there
are any attendance problems.   

 


