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Course Overview 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The goal of this course is to explore the nature of teacher thinking and learning in ways 

that will productively inform your work as a teacher leader and instructional coach. Helping 

teachers to improve their practice is one of the most effective ways to improve student learning. 

Yet to do so requires a deep understanding of what teachers need to learn as well as an 

understanding of the process by which learning takes place.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
As a result of engaging with the readings, discussions, and activities in this course you will be 

able to: 

1) Synthesize across your different experiences as both teachers and learners 

2) Identify central elements of change in teacher learning that affect teacher practice 

3) Explain the process of teacher learning at both the individual and group level 

4) Compare and contrast teacher learning for experts and novices 

 

Course objectives are consistent with the Conceptual Framework of the Teacher Education unit 

at Northwestern University (http://www.sesp.northwestern.edu/Programs/MS/ConcepFra.html). 

The course explicitly addresses Illinois Professional Teaching Standards (IPTS) # 2, 5, 9, 10, 11. 

 
 

Course Specifics 

COURSE MATERIALS 
Information, readings, and assignments are all available through Canvas: 

https://canvas.northwestern.edu/courses/23988 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Monday June 27 Exploring Teacher Knowledge 

Tuesday June 28 The Process of Teacher Learning 

Wednesday June 29 Teacher Beliefs and Identity 

Thursday June 30 Teacher Learning Communities 

Friday July 1 Novice and Veteran Teacher Learning 
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
1) Daily In-Class Activities 

The intensive nature of this course means that much of the big ideas of the class will be 

explored during class time. You will have the opportunity to work independently, in 

small-groups and as a whole class. Active participation in these activities will help you to 

get the most out of the class. Some of these activities will require you to submit a file on 

Canvas during class time or to hand in a paper version of the assignment. 

 

2) Article Summary 

Because of the short time span of the class, you are not required to complete all of the 

relevant readings for this course. Instead, class participants will each read and summarize 

three articles of your choice during the week-long course. You should create a 1-page 

overview of the article for your peers and post the overview online by 8 am on the due 

date. In class Tuesday through Friday, participants will briefly discuss the article 

summaries. A single file with all of the overviews will be available before the end of 

class on Friday July 1. We will spend time in class on Monday June 27 briefly reviewing 

the articles and making selections. 

 

3) Learning Journal 

The central purpose of this course is for you to have an opportunity to explore teacher 

learning on a detailed level. One way we will do this is through the creation of a personal 

learning journal. At the beginning of the week, you will select a topic related to your 

teaching that you would like to learn more about. For example, Ms. Watson wants to 

incorporate a more diverse set of authors into her existing freshman reading seminar. The 

first theme explored in the seminar is “heroes.” Mr. Rubio used a new math curriculum 

last year in teaching 2nd grade called Singapore Math. Singapore Math relies heavily on 

bar models which were new to Mr. Rubio. Even though he made it through last year, over 

the summer he wants to spend some more time learning about bar models. Ms. Resnick 

will be teaching AP Physics for the first time next year. There’s a few physics topics she 

wants to review in more depth to prepare for the class. Mr. Vlahos has been teaching U.S. 

History to juniors at Riverview High School. As part of the junior year curriculum, 

students complete an independent research project related to social studies. Mr. Vlahos 

thinks he can improve on the resources he provides students to complete their research 

project. 

 

You’ll want to pick a topic that is narrow enough that you can make some progress over 

the week. You should expect to spend time learning about this topic each day, mainly 

outside of class. As you learn about the topic you will document your struggles and 

successes, the resources you used and those you wished for. You will also complete a 1-

page reflection on the Learning Journal process that connects to topics explored in class. 

The Learning Journal and Reflection are due in class on Friday July 1. 

 

Monday June 27 Introduction to Learning Journal; Mini-Journal Activity 

Tuesday June 28 Post Learning Journal topic on Canvas prior to class 

 Share topics in class 

Friday July 1 Post Learning Journal and Reflection on Canvas before end of class 

 Small group discussions of Learning Journal reflections   
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COURSE GRADES 
It is expected that you will complete all course assignments, and attend all class sessions. You 

are also expected to participate in class discussions and activities each day. Assignments will be 

rated along the following dimensions: Highly Proficient (3 points), Proficient (2 points), In 

Progress (1 point), Minimum Standards Not Met (0 points). Final grade will be determined based 

on the following: 

 

In-Class Assignments  30% 

Class Participation   30% 

Learning Journal  25% 

Article Review  15% 

 

Additional Course Policies 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students in this course are expected to comply with the policies found in the booklet, “Academic 

Integrity at Northwestern University: A Basic Guide.”   All papers submitted for credit in this 

course must be sent as email attachments as well as delivered in printed form.  Your written 

work may be electronically tested for plagiarized content.  For details regarding academic 

integrity at Northwestern, visit: http://www.northwestern.edu/uacc/. If you need a copy of the 

brochure visit the SESP Student Affairs Office. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR DISABILITY 
In compliance with Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, Northwestern University is committed to providing equal access to all 

programming.  Students with disabilities seeking accommodations are encouraged to contact the 

office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) at 467-5530 or ssd@northwestern.edu.  

SSD is located in the basement of Scott Hall.  SSD also has an excellent web-site which is 

viewable at: http://www.stuaff.northwestern.edu/ssd/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings 

Monday June 26: Exploring Teacher Knowledge (Due Tuesday June 27) 

1) Ball, D.L., Hill, H. (2009). The curious - and crucial - case of mathematical knowledge for 

teaching. Phi Delta Kappan, 91(2), 68-71. 

2) Grossman, P. L. (1990). The making of a teacher: Teacher knowledge and teacher 

education. New York: Teachers College Press, pp. 1-18. 

3) Ma, L. (1999). Knowing and teaching elementary mathematics. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

(Chapter 2, pp. 28-54). 

4) Shulman, L. S. (1986). Those who understand: Knowledge growth in teaching. 

Educational Researcher, 15(2), 4-14. 

5) Wineburg, S. S., & Wilson, S. M. (1988). Models of wisdom in the teaching of history. 

Phi Delta Kappan, 74(1), 50-58. 
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Tuesday June 27: The Process of Teacher Learning (Due Wednesday June 28) 

1) Ball, D.L., & Forzani, F.M. (2010). Teaching skillful teaching. Educational Leadership, 

68(4), 40-45. 

2) Lampert, M. (2010). Learning Teaching in, from, and for Practice: What Do We Mean? 

Journal of Teacher Education, 61(1‐2), 21‐34. 

3) National Research Council (Eds.). (2000). How people learn: Brain, mind, experience, 

and school. Washington, DC: National Academy Press. (Chapter 2). Available online at 

http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=9853 

4) Wilson, S. M., Shulman, L. S., & Richert, A. E. (1987). 150 different ways of knowing: 

Representations of knowledge in teaching. In J. Calderhead (Ed.), Exploring teachers' 

thinking (pp. 104-124). London: Cassell. 

 

Wednesday June 28: Teachers’ Beliefs and Identity (Due Thursday June 29) 

1) Kang, N.-H. (2008). Learning to teach science: Personal epistemologies, teaching goals, and 

practices of teaching. Teaching and Teacher Education, 24, 478-498. 

2) Drake, C., Spillane, J. P., & Hufferd-Ackles, K. (2001). Stories identities: Teacher learning 

and subject-matter context. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 33(1), 1-23. 

3) Hammerness, K. (2006). Seeing through teachers’ eyes: Professional ideals and classroom 

practices. New York, Teachers College Press. (Chapters 1 & 4) 

4) Hammerness, K. (2003). Learning to hope, or hoping to learn? The role of vision in the early 

professional lives of teachers. Journal of Teacher Education, 54(1), 43-56. 

5) LoPresto, K. D., & Drake, C. (2004/2005). What’s your (mathematics) story? Teaching 

Children Mathematics, 11(5), 266-271. 

   

Thursday June 29: Teacher Learning Communities (Due Friday June 30) 

1) Spillane, J. P. (2006). Distributed leadership (Chapter 3). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  

2) Grossman, P., Wineburg, S., & Woolworth, S. (2001). Toward a theory of teacher 

community. Teachers College Record, 103(6), 942‐1012. 

3) Coburn, C. (2001). Collective sensemaking about reading: How teachers mediate reading 

policy in their professional communities. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 

23(2), 145-170. 

4) Little, J. W. (2002). Locating learning in teachers’ communities of practice: Opening up 

problems of analysis in records of everyday work. Teaching and Teacher Education, 18, 

917–946. 

5) Horn, I., & Little, J. W. (2010). Attending to problems of practice: Routines and resources 

for professional learning in teachers’ workplace interactions. American Educational 

Research Journal, 47(1), 181–217. 

 

Friday June 30: Novice and Veteran Teacher Learning (Due Friday June 30) 

1) Cohen, D. K. (1990). A revolution in one classroom: The case of Mrs. Oublier. 

Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 12, 311-329. 

2) Lampert, M. (1985). How do teachers manage to teach? Perspectives on problems in 

practice. Harvard Educational Review, 55(2), 178-194. 

3) Horn, I. S., Nolen, S. B., Ward, C., & Campbell, S.S. (2008). Developing practices in 

multiple worlds: The role of identity in learning to teach. Teacher Education Quarterly, 

61‐72. 
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