
MS ED 424—Critical Issues in literacy 
TeachEd 324—Critical Issues in Literacy 

Tuesdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. Annenberg Hall, Room 345 
Northwestern University/Spring Quarter, 2018 
Instructor:  Dr. Dagny D. Bloland                                                       
                  Whitney Young High School                                       
                  ddbogpbrightwords@ameritech.net (Please note that I do not check NU Canvas or my  

personal email during the school day. I do, however, check my email and respond promptly to questions at all 
other times. If you need to communicate with me during the day--if for example, you will be late or absent--
please just text me.)                          
 
Course Description: Using political, psychological, and sociological lenses, this course will deal 
with the interaction between current theory and practice in literacy education across the curriculum. 
Topics to be explored in the course will include why we teach literature, how we teach writing, and 
how language interacts with other literacy strands. In addition, we will look at assessment, skills 
acquisition, and the transformative effects of technology on literacy. Through these and other topics 
we will examine the following major critical strands in education as they apply to literacy: social 
justice, aesthetics, and social-emotional interaction with curriculum.  The course will focus on 
classroom implications and applications of these and related issues including the role of literacy in 
content areas. 
 Other topics for discussion will be determined by course participants.  In addition, one 
important aspect of the course will be providing a collection of professional topics on which 
graduate students may base their master’s research projects.  Graduate students are encouraged to 
discuss possible topics and resources in class and with each other.  

This course helps to prepare students for Illinois state teaching licensure as well as the 
internship/student teaching phase of teacher education at Northwestern.  
 
Course Goals:  

➢ To acquaint students with some of the major critical issues in literacy in contemporary 
education 

➢ To link theory and practice in literacy education 
➢ To co-create a community of learners who explore and analyze their own literacy as a means 

of understanding how literacy works 

➢ To provide students with resources to help them create challenging and meaningful literacy 
experiences for their K-12 students    

 
The Illinois State Board of Education Professional Teaching Standards, the Common Core 
State Standards, the Illinois State Board of Education Social and Emotional Learning 
Performance Descriptors, Northwestern University’s Conceptual Framework for Teaching 
and Learning and the Dispositions, the National Council of Teachers of English and 
International Reading Association Standards for the English Language Arts:   These 
documents are intrinsic to Northwestern’s work in preparing teachers, as are the edTPA materials 
you are exploring in other courses as well.  Below please find the following documents: 

Northwestern SESP’s Conceptual Framework and Dispositions, which shows the  
      relations among our visions of teaching, learning, and learners. 
Illinois Professional Teaching Standards 

Northwestern University Conceptual Framework: 



As active participants in the field of education, our candidates will strive for improvement and innovation, based on 
inquiry that is grounded in reflection and research.  The candidates will have 
 
A Vision of Learning that focuses on: 
1.1. understanding student thinking about the subject matter; 
1.2. reflection and research as a means of learning; 
1.3. learning as a social practice, which encourages collaborative learning in which people clarify doubts, examine 

beliefs and work together to address questions and concerns; 
1.4. authentic experience, where class sessions and assignments are designed to engage students’ interests and to 

have implication for the student beyond the classroom; and 
1.5. the use of technology to extend learning opportunities and thinking. 
A Vision of Learners that focuses on: 
2.1 lifelong learning and development shaped by social contexts; and 
2.2 student diversity as a resource for the educational community. 
A Vision of Teaching that focuses on: 
3.1 connection of theory to practice, where the candidates understand that theories suggest questions  

and ideas about practice, and practice suggests modifications of theory; and 
3.2        professional conduct that is responsible and ethical. 
 
Dispositions (as implied by the NUCF): 

1. Willingness to systematically reflect on one’s own practice.  (NUCF 1.2, 3.1) 
2. Commitment to understanding students’ thinking about the subject matter.  (NUCF 1.1) 
3. Belief in the value of seeing students as individuals.  (NUCF 2.2) 
4. Enthusiasm for learning and teaching through collaboration.  (NUCF 1.3) 
5. Willingness to take the risks associated with engaging students’ interests through real 

world experiences.  (NUCF 1.4) 
6. Energy for incorporating innovations in teaching, including the use of new technologies.  

(NUCF 1.5) 
7. Commitment to conducting one’s self professionally and responsibly.  (NUCF 3.2) 
 
ILLINOIS PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS (2013)  
Standard 1 - Teaching Diverse Students – The competent teacher understands the diverse 
characteristics and abilities of each student and how individuals develop and learn within the context of 
their social, economic, cultural, linguistic, and academic experiences. The teacher uses these 
experiences to create instructional opportunities that maximize student learning.  
 
Standard 2 - Content Area and Pedagogical Knowledge – The competent teacher has in-depth 
understanding of content area knowledge that includes central concepts, methods of inquiry, structures of 
the disciplines, and content area literacy. The teacher creates meaningful learning experiences for each 
student based upon interactions among content area and pedagogical knowledge, and evidence-based 
practice.  
 
Standard 3 - Planning for Differentiated Instruction – The competent teacher plans and designs 
instruction based on content area knowledge, diverse student characteristics, student performance data, 
curriculum goals, and the community context. The teacher plans for ongoing student growth and 
achievement.  
 
Standard 4 - Learning Environment – The competent teacher structures a safe and healthy learning 
environment that facilitates cultural and linguistic responsiveness, emotional well-being, self-efficacy, 
positive social interaction, mutual respect, active engagement, academic risk-taking, self-motivation, and 
personal goal-setting.  
 
Standard 5 - Instructional Delivery – The competent teacher differentiates instruction by using a variety of 
strategies that support critical and creative thinking, problem-solving, and continuous growth and learning. 



This teacher understands that the classroom is a dynamic environment requiring ongoing modification of 
instruction to enhance learning for each student.  
 
Standard 6 - Reading, Writing, and Oral Communication – The competent teacher has foundational 
knowledge of reading, writing, and oral communication within the content area and recognizes and 
addresses student reading, writing, and oral communication needs to facilitate the acquisition of content 
knowledge. 
 
Standard 7 - Assessment – The competent teacher understands and uses appropriate formative and 
summative assessments for determining student needs, monitoring student progress, measuring student 
growth, and evaluating student outcomes. The teacher makes decisions driven by data about curricular 
and instructional effectiveness and adjusts practices to meet the needs of each student.  
 
Standard 8 - Collaborative Relationships – The competent teacher builds and maintains collaborative 
relationships to foster cognitive, linguistic, physical, and social and emotional development. This teacher 
works as a team member with professional colleagues, students, parents or guardians, and community 
members.  
 
Standard 9 - Professionalism, Leadership, and Advocacy – The competent teacher is an ethical and 
reflective practitioner who exhibits professionalism; provides leadership in the learning community; and 
advocates for students, parents or guardians, and the profession.  

 
Attendance Policy for This Class: 

If you are going to be absent from class, you must leave me an email at 
ddbogpbrightwords@ameritech.net or text me at 773 759-5876 as soon as possible. Your absence 
changes the dynamic of the class for the rest of us, and this is not the kind of course in which you 
can simply get the notes from someone else. Rather, we create the learning experience together 
during our time on Thursday evenings. As a general guideline, if you miss more than two sessions, 
you and I will discuss the situation with your adviser; and you may need to take an Incomplete in the 
course.  

Electronics Guidelines for This Class 
As a part of your participation during our class sessions, I am formally asking you not to open your 
laptop or use your phone except in connection with a class activity which requires that access. 
Following this guideline will help us to be genuinely present with each other as we discuss the 
important literacy issues we will consider.     
  

School of Education and Social Policy—Academic Integrity Statement 
Students in this course are required to comply with the policies found in the booklet, "Academic 
Integrity at Northwestern University: A Basic guide."  All papers submitted for credit in this course 
must be submitted electronically unless otherwise instructed by the professor.  Your written work 
may be tested for plagiarized content.  For details regarding academic integrity at Northwestern or to 
download the guide, visit: http://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/academic-
integrity/index.html. 
 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
The name of the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) is now AccessibleNU.  
There is also a redesigned website (http://www.northwestern.edu/accessiblenu/) and a new office 
email address (accessiblenu@northwestern.edu). Any student with a disability requesting 
accommodations must register with the AccessibleNU office listed above and request an SSD 
accommodation notification for his/her professor, preferably within the first two weeks of class.  All 
information will remain confidential.   

http://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/academic-integrity/index.html.
http://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/academic-integrity/index.html.
http://www.northwestern.edu/accessiblenu
mailto:accessiblenu@northwestern.edu


 

Please also note that as a prospective teacher, you must model accurate reading, clear and correct 
writing, and standard speech.  (By the way, your pieces of original writing are a particularly good 
opportunity to demonstrate your thorough mastery of IPTS 1E.)   If your literacy skills need work, 
consult your adviser.  If I notice deficiencies I will discuss them with you and your adviser.   
 
Required Full Length Print Texts: 
1.  Bomer, R. (2011). Building Adolescent Literacy in Today's Classrooms. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
2.  Freeman, Y. and Freeman, D. (2009).  Academic Language for English Language Learners and Struggling  
             Readers. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
3.   Hicks, T. (2017) Argument in the Real World. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
4.  Romano, T. (2004) Crafting Authentic Voice. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
5.  Smith, M., Appleman, D., and Wilhelm, H. (2014) Uncommon Core. Thousand Oaks,  
             California: Corwin.   
6. Tovani, Cris. (2011) So What Do They Really Know? Portland, Maine: Stenhouse 
7. Wilhelm, J. and Novak, B. (2011) Teaching Literacy for Love and Wisdom. New York: Teachers   
             College Press  
8. Young, V. and others. (2014) Other People's English: Code-Meshing, Code-Switching, and  
 African American Literacy. New York: Teachers College Press   
 
Required Articles: 
DeStigter, T. Welcoming Back the Trees: Why Everything Is Not an Argument.  English Journal 105:6  
            (2016): 97–100 
Ehrenworth, M. Why Argue? Educational Leadership 74:5 (2017): 35-40 This issue of  
 Educational Leadership will be provided in class.   
Hansen, K. S. In defense of graphic novels. English Journal 102:2 (2012) 57-63  
Lemov, D. How knowledge powers reading. Educational Leadership 74:5 (2017)10-16 This issue of  
 Educational Leadership will be provided in class.   
Miller, C. Bishop Ampleforth is Not a Pawn. English Education 48:2 (2016) 177-184 
Sincoff, M. Writing as relationship. English Journal, 105: 3 (2016) 75-80 
Warren, J. Taming the Warrant in Toulmin's Model of Argument. English Journal 99:6 (2010) 41–46 
 
Look through the January 2016 issue of English Journal for other resources for this course.   
 
Required Downloadable Texts: 
21st Century Curriculum and Assessment Framework: an NCTE Position Paper. 
 http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/21stcentframework  
A Report of the NCTE Review Team on the July 2009 Draft of the Common Core English  
            Language Arts State Standards 
            http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Standards/Report_CoreStds_9-09.pdf 
Beers, K. The Genteel Unteaching of America’s Poor. A Report from NCTE.  
            http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Beers.pdf 
Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts Standards (for K-12 students)  

       http://www.isbe.net/COMMON_CORE/pls/level1/pdf/ela-standards.pdf 
ISBE Social Emotional Learning Performance Descriptors                             

       http://www.isbe.net/ils/social_emotional/standards.htm 
National Council of Teachers of English/International Reading Association  
                  Standards for the English Language Arts http://www.ncte.org/standards/ncte-ira 

http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/21stcentframework
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Standards/Report_CoreStds_9-09.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Beers.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/COMMON_CORE/pls/level1/pdf/ela-standards.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ils/social_emotional/standards.htm
http://www.ncte.org/standards/ncte-ira


NCTE. CCCC Statement on Ebonics.  http://www2.ncte.org/statement/ebonics/NCTE. The 
NCTE Definition of 21st Century Literacies.   

            http://www2.ncte.org/statement/21stcentdefinition/ 

NCTE. Resolution on the Student’s Right to Incorporate Heritage and Home Languages in  
 Writing.  http://www2.ncte.org/statement/homelanguages/ 

 
Recommended Texts and Other Possibilities:*  
Allen, Janet. Inside Words. 2007 Portland, Maine: Stenhouse 
Gere, A. (2005) Writing on Demand. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
Handsfield, L. (2016) Literacy Theory as Practice. New York: Teachers College Press. 
Harvey, S. and Daniels, H. (2009) Comprehension & Collaboration:  Inquiry Circles in Action  
             Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann   
Hicks, T., ed. (2015) Assessing Students' Digital Writing. New York: Teachers College  
 Press  
Hyler, J. and Hicks, T. (2014) Create, Compose, Connect!: Reading, Writing, and Learning with Digital Tools.  
            New York: Routledge   
Kirby, D. and others. (2004) Inside Out, third edition. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann  
Newkirk, T. (2014) Minds Made for Stories. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann  
O'Connor, J. (2011) This Time It's Personal. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE  
O'Connor, J. (2004) Wordplaygrounds. Urbana, Illinois: NCTE 
Weigel, M., James, C., and Gardner, H. Learning: Peering Backward and Looking  

Forward in the Digital Era. International Journal of Learning and Media 1:1  
(2009) 1-18 (available free from www.mitpressjournals.org) 

Yancey, K. B. Writing in the 21st Century: A Report from NCTE.  
           http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Yancey_final.pdf 
  
Choose one of the following graphic novels to bring to class on May 24: 
List of Graphic Novels 

Bell, CeCe. El Deafo 
Canada, Jeffrey and Jamar Nicholas. Fist Stick Knife Gun  
Hernandez, Gilbert. Julio's Day 
Lewis, John. March vols 1, 2, 3 
Mucha, Corinne. Freshman: Tales of Ninth Grade Obsessions . . .  
Neri, G. and Randy DuBurke. Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty 
Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis, The Complete Persepolis 
Takako, Shimura and Matt Thorn. Wandering Son series 
Ware, Chris. Jimmy Corrigan, the Smartest Kid on Earth 
Wood, Brian. The New York Five 
Yang, Gene Luen. American Born Chinese 

 
*The following note is intended for students who are or plan to become English teachers. If you will 
be teaching another discipline, let's confer about your professional organization's comparable 
resources.  
The texts listed above represent an excellent foundation for your professional library as 
English/Language Arts teachers.  While we will not read all sections of all texts, they are 
resources for all the domains of Language Arts and will provide valuable material for you in 
the future.  Professional articles are available on the NCTE website or elsewhere as noted. 

http://www2.ncte.org/statement/ebonics/
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/21stcentdefinition/
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/homelanguages/
file:///C:/Users/Dagny%20Bloland/Downloads/www.mitpressjournals.org
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Yancey_final.pdf


As listed in each week’s readings, EJ refers to the English Journal, VM to Voices from the 
Middle. You are encouraged to co-operate in retrieving these materials, since a student 
membership entitles you to only one journal. 
Please note that you are required to show evidence of your membership in the National 
Council of Teachers of English or whichever professional organization is most appropriate 
for your academic discipline.  If you are not already a member, go to the NCTE Website 
and start the process as soon as possible.  There is a student rate.   
Very important note:  Because the ISBE Professional Teaching Standards are so central to 
our work and because so much of your professional work in the future is likely to be based 
on them, it is a requirement in this class that whenever you turn in a Practical Theory 
Assignment/Talking Point or an assignment you specify and type in at the top or in the 
header the competencies you are acquiring from it, phrased in terms of the applicable ISBE 
Professional Teaching Standard or Standards.  In addition, if it is appropriate, you must 
specify and write out the Common Core Standard(s), the ISBE Social Emotional Learning 
Performance Descriptors, and NCTE Standards the K-12 students would be acquiring as a 
result of your instruction.      
You may have other goals for your students in connection with your Practical Theory 
Assignments.  If so, feel free to add them. Please note that in this syllabus each of our 
sessions has a box next to the date containing the general ISBE Illinois Professional 
Teaching (IPTS) Standards, the Common Core English Language Arts Standards, the ISBE 
SEL Performance Descriptors, and the NCTE/IRA Standards addressed during that 
session or in preparation for it.  At the end of each session's topics are more specific IPTS 
Standards related to the specific assignment described in that section.  In some cases you 
can probably simply use those teaching standards for the assignments you turn in for that 
session. One further note:  Each assignment on this syllabus is accompanied by the section 
or sections of the Northwestern University School of Education and Social Policy 
Conceptual Framework and the Dispositions.  Please refer to your copy of the Conceptual 
Framework for this coding. The Practical Theory assignments in particular can be mapped 
against the University’s Conceptual Framework; they provide an opportunity for you to 
explore the relations among its components, including our Vision of Learning, Our Vision 
of Learners, our Vision of Teaching, and the Dispositions.  The craft of teaching requires its 
practitioners to keep all of these visions and dispositions in mind simultaneously, and to 
approach each act of teaching with both a critical and a creative eye. 
 
Course grades: Assessment at the middle and secondary school level is rich and complex.  So, too, 
is the assessment that we will use during this course.  We will raise issues surrounding issues of 
grading and assessment, in order to provide you with an awareness of the basic challenges of 
evaluation when you begin your career as a teacher.  We will be discussing your grade for this course 
during the first and second nights of class.  We will then design a rubric, or a series of rubrics, that 
will incorporate your own self-evaluation and your instructor’s feedback and responses to your 
progress.  
Assignments:  You should prepare for class by reading the selections listed for each date and 
posting a Canvas response to each reading listed.  Your response must be posted by 6 PM on 
Wednesday evening at the very latest. These may be referred to in class, and discussion will focus on 
how literacy learning evolves from them.    Please note that it will not always be possible for us to 
discuss the readings in detail, but they will be useful for your professional growth nonetheless.  The 
more professional literature you read, the deeper your pedagogical repertoire becomes. We will be 
using the Canvas platform for submission of work in this course. Remember to be discreet, 



professional, and prudent. Assume that anything you post in Canvas might one day end up as a 
document available for your students, their parents, the general public, or a potential employer to 
read. Please note that I am under no obligation to accept or grade late work.  
 

       Grading procedures will be informed by our discussion in class the first evening.  
 
For our last class on June 7, please be sure to have with you all electronic copies of the assignments 
(talking point, etc.) you have done for this class and any required revisions you have done.  We will 
use this body of work for self-assessment and for instructor assessment of your work.  
 
Co-ordination with Assignments from other classes:  On the first evening of our class, I will ask 
what other courses you are taking this term so that we can work together on some co-ordination 
among these experiences for you if possible.  
 

Session 1: Thursday, April 5: IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; ISBE SEL 1BC, 2ABCD, 3ABC; NU 
CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 87, 9, 10, 11, 12   

  
What kind of teacher do you want to be?--a values-centered question 
How do you envision this course helping you work toward good literacy experiences for students?  
Begin by freewriting about the critical issues or strands we will be working with, including social 
justice, social-emotional learning, aesthetics, and cognitive skills. How is each of these an issue in 
education? Is it a critical issue, and if so, how? 
Quick Survey on Your Other Coursework 
TWL on Critical Issues in Literacy  
Expectations, Course Outline—Anything that turns up on the list we will generate tonight that isn’t 
in the course outline will be considered seriously for possible inclusion.  
Assessment and Grading:  how will you and I know that you are learning these things? What kinds 
of assessment will be most helpful to you and to Northwestern? We will discuss this question in 
class over the next two evenings. 
 In-class reading:  
 http://www.businessinsider.com/high-school-senior-who-got-into-5-ivy-league-
schools-shares-her-admissions-essay-2016-4 
            (What critical issues does the above article bring to the surface for you?)  
 What do the concepts "standard" and "standards" mean?  
            What do we mean by the concept "literacy"?    
 ISBE's Illinois Professional Teaching Standards—general, English language arts,                 
                      technology  
 Common Core State Standards 
 ISBE SEL Performance Descriptors  
 NCTE Standards 
 NU’s Conceptual Framework and Dispositions 
            Assessment in this course 
 (Please note that the NU and IPTS numbering in the boxes below indicates which standards and 
dispositions are being discussed in that session. The numbering after each assignment indicates 
which standards and dispositions are being addressed with that specific assignment.)  
 

http://www.businessinsider.com/high-school-senior-who-got-into-5-ivy-league-schools-shares-her-admissions-essay-2016-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/high-school-senior-who-got-into-5-ivy-league-schools-shares-her-admissions-essay-2016-4


Session 3: Thursday, April 12:  Issue: Social Justice, Part 1 ISBE IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; NU 
CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 12; ISBE SEL 1ABC, 2ABCD, 
3ABC   

How does social justice interact with literacy and literacy education?  We will begin to examine 
dialects and registers and view a clip from Do You Speak American?   
Readings: Beers, K. The Genteel Unteaching of America’s Poor. A Report from NCTE.  
            http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Beers.pdf 

             Bomer, Chapters 2, 15, and 16 
             Choose two or three articles from the issue of Educational Leadership which will be 

distributed on the first night of class and begin to acquaint yourself with some of the complexities 
involved in literacy instruction. 
                  NCTE. Resolution on the Student’s Right to Incorporate Heritage and Home Languages   
                          in Writing  http://www2.ncte.org/statement/homelanguages/ 

 
       Begin reading Smith, Appleman, and Wilhelm for April 25 Practical Theory Assignment.    
  

Practical Theory Assignment 1: Talking Point Due Wednesday, April 11: Choose an idea from 

Beers or Bomer, and write a three-page letter of specific advice to yourself for use in your own 
classroom. How will you enact your values as discussed in either of these sources? What resources 
would you need? You are of course free to disagree with your source; write your advice from your 
perspective anyway. 
 
 

Session 2: Thursday, April 19:  Technology and Literacy, with guest speaker John Colucci 
IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; NU CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 87, 9, 10, 11, 12   

     We will discuss in class some of the effects of technology on literacy. Our guest speaker is a 
middle school teacher in the Oak Park public schools and an NU/SESP alum. 
 Readings, etc.: Bomer, Chapters 1 and 14 
   

http://www2.ncte.org/statement/21stcentdefinition/ 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mU0_C-gmf7w 

and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4vLdDF5OHA 

 

(The NCTE position statement provides a basis for discussing the issues we will deal with in class this 

evening. The YouTube videos show part of a symposium on The Literacy Myth by Harvey Graff, in 
which Zoe Druick and Stuart Poyntz debate the value of digital technology for literacy education.)   

 

Practical Theory Assignment 2: Talking Point Due Wednesday, April 18:  Discuss these 

opposing sides (Druick and Poyntz) and see if you can arrive at a viewpoint with which you feel 
comfortable in terms of literacy education. Then ask yourself "So what?" Specifically, what would 
your viewpoint look like as enacted in your classroom?  
          
   

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Press/Beers.pdf
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/homelanguages/
http://www2.ncte.org/statement/21stcentdefinition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mU0_C-gmf7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4vLdDF5OHA


Session 4: Thursday,  April 26: Issue: Social Justice, Part 2 ISBE IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; NU 
CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; ISBE SEL 1ABC, 2ABCD, 3ABC NCTE 1, 2, 8, 11,12  

         How do issues of social justice appear to students? (a set of contrastive descriptions) 
 Readings: CCCC Statement on Ebonics.  http://www2.ncte.org/statement/ebonics/  
                   Smith, Appleman, and Wilhelm 

                         Freeman and Freeman--Read carefully but quickly. Use it as a resource                             
                             Young and others--Read selections to be divided in class on Thursday, April 12. 

                          

Practical Theory Assignment 3: Talking Point Due Wednesday, April 25: Consider carefully 

the social and linguistic issues which appear in this week's readings. Explain how code-meshing vs. 
code-switching might work in academic situations in which you have participated.     

 
 

Session 5: Thursday, May 3:  Issue: Aesthetics, Part 1--Reading. ISBE IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8; NU CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 4, 6, 9, 11, 12; ISBE SEL 1ABC, 
2ABCD, 3ABC  

     We will read a short text ("The Ravine" by Ray Bradbury) and analyze some student responses to 
that text. 
 Readings: Bomer, Chapters 5, 6, 7 
                              Wilhelm and Novak--begin. 
                              Lemov 

Practical Theory Assignment 4:  Talking Point Due Wednesday, May 2:  Choose an idea from 

Bomer or from Wilhelm and Novak (which is filled with many specific pedagogical suggestions), and 
write a three-page (minimum) letter of specific advice to yourself for use in your own classroom. 
How will you enact your values as discussed in either of these sources? What resources would you 
need? You are of course free to disagree with your source; write your advice from your perspective 
anyway. 
 

Session 6: Thursday, May 10: Issue: Social-Emotional Learning, Part 1: ISBE  IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9; NU CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 12; ISBE SEL 
1ABC, 2ABCD, 3ABC  

      Readings in Class: Miller (See heading labeled Articles), Dickens  
.                                 Continue reading Wilhelm and Novak. 

We will watch a video of Cris Tovani in action. 
 
Assignment Due This Evening: Your Literacy Autobiography. See end of this syllabus for 

details.  
 

Session 7: Thursday, May 17:  Issue: Aesthetics, Part 2--Writing: ISBE IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8; NU CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2; NCTE 1, 8, 11, 12; ISBE SEL 1ABC, 2ABCD, 
3ABC  

     This evening will focus on writing workshop. We will experiment with a workshop format and 
various genres of composing. Then we will discuss how these genres and formats can work in 
classrooms.  
 Reading:   Romano--read thoroughly 

                         Finish Wilhelm and Novak 

http://www2.ncte.org/statement/ebonics/


                         Sincoff (see heading labeled Articles.) 
                         Yagelski handout given out in class if time permits   

Practical Theory Assignment 5:  Talking Point Due Wednesday, May 16: Discuss how you see 

the necessarily delicate balance in the teaching of writing between providing enough support for 
young writers and imposing a stultifying formula on their writing voices. Use examples from your 
own previous experience or those of peers or students you have tutored. (You may have included 
this question in your literacy autobiography if you wish.) 
             

Session 8: Thursday, May 24:  Issue: Social-Emotional Learning, Part 2: SEL 1ABC, 2ABCD, 
3ABC  and Two Experiments in Literacy-Based Issues: IPTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; NCTE 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 87, 9, 10, 11, 12 
NU CF 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2    

              Readings: Tovani--read thoroughly 
                         Hansen (See heading labeled Articles.) 

Please also note: Please bring in one of the graphic novels listed above, but please do not 
read it ahead of time. We will use part of this class as an experiment in meeting an unfamiliar text 
and discuss it in terms of the issues raised in our class this term. We will also view a short video as 
an experiment in teaching visual literacy. 
 

Practical Theory Assignment 6: Talking Point Due Wednesday, May 23: Choose an idea from 

Tovani and write a three-page letter (minimum) of specific advice to yourself for use in your own 
classroom. How will you enact your values in relation to Tovani's approach? What resources would 
you need? You are of course free to disagree with your source; write your advice from your 
perspective anyway. 
 

Session 9: Thursday, May 31--Blending Social Justice, Aesthetic, and Social-Emotional 
Issues--Arguing Ourselves into a Corner: The Uses and Limits of Argument in Discourse 

Readings: Hicks 
          DeStigter 
                Ehrenworth 
                Warren 
Talking Point Due Wednesday, May 30:  Critically examine the list of debate topics included 

on p. 36 of the Ehrenworth article. (Note the intellectual limitations imposed by the requirement of 
constructing an argument for or against any of these topics.) Try one of the prompts and spend half 
an hour or so writing in response to it. Post it and bring it to class on paper for consideration this 
week.    

 

Session 10: Thursday, June 7:  Puzzle Sharing (Specific Standards depend on the topic of 
your Puzzle.) 

        Readings: your puzzle sources   
   Talking Point Due Wednesday, June 6: preliminary progress report on your puzzle.   
Self-Evaluations – (in class) – These self-evaluations will be based upon the 2013 ISBE 

IPTS and SEL Standards and NUSESPCF: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 3.1; IPTS 1H, 1J, 3B, 3N, 4D, 6A, 6B, 
6C, 6D, 6E, 6F, 6G, 6H, 6I, 6J, 6K, 6L, 6M, 6N, 6O,6P, 6Q, 6R, 6S, 7G, 7K, 7L, 7Q; SEL 
1ABC, 2ABCD, 3ABC 

 
 



List of Assignments for This Course 
 

1. Completion of all reading assignments with Practical Theory Talking Points/Canvas 

postings and informed participation in discussions. Due each week as assigned. 
2. Completion of a Teaching Portfolio which includes a Puzzle: Over the course of this 

term, accumulate a portfolio with two sections: One (labeled the Plus section) will be 
general teaching ideas you run across and do not want to lose or forget. In the other section 

you identify and follow a Puzzle throughout the course—that is, a problem or question in 

the teaching of literacy (reading, writing, speaking, listening) that you spend time pursuing, 
perhaps modify, and think about throughout the class.  Your task for the Puzzle as for the 
general section is to accumulate resources, not to write a lengthy research paper. Put the 
resources into a form you can use--one pagers. On June 7 we will devote a class session to 
completing our assembly of these resources, matching this portfolio with IPTS and NCTE 

Standards and composing a short section on this Puzzle with a tentative conclusion clearly 

marked. You are welcome to share resources on this project. Due date to be discussed.   
3. Completion of your Literacy Autobiography reflecting the critical issues in literacy we have 

discussed this term. Due Thursday, May 10. 
4. Prompt completion and submission of the in-class pieces assigned throughout the term  
5. Final Assessment 

 
Chart of Assignments and Due Dates 

Date Due Topic Possible Critical Issue Type 

4/11 
posted 

Working with 
students with 
different literacies 

Social justice, social emotional 
learning, cognitive skills 

Practical Theory 
Assignment 1 

4/18 
posted 

Implications of 
technology 

Technology, social justice, 
aesthetics, social emotional 
learning 

Practical Theory 
Assignment 2 

4/25 
posted 

Language and social 
justice 

Social justice Practical Theory 
Assignment 3  

5/2 
posted 

Literature, literacy 
and the Common 
Core  

Aesthetics, social justice, 
social emotional learning, 
cognitive skills 

Practical Theory 
Assignment 4 

5/10 
Bring to 
class. 

A multidimensional 
look at critical issues 

All of the above Your Literacy 
Autobiography 

5/16 
posted 

Writing and the 
Common Core 

Aesthetics, social justice, 
social emotional learning, 
cognitive skills 

Practical Theory 
Assignment 5 

5/23 
posted 

Embedded formative 
assessment--and 
then what happens?  

Social emotional learning, 
cognitive skills  

Practical Theory 
Assignment 6 

5/31 Examining argument 
as a genre  

Social justice, social emotional 
learning, aesthetics, 
technology 

Bring writing 
sample to class. 

6/7 Looking at resources You choose the emphasis. Puzzle+ Portfolio 

 



 

Your Literacy Autobiography 

 
Create a detailed autobiography of your own literacy, beginning with your first literacy-related 
memory and including significant memories of your development as a reader and writer. As part of 
your autobiography, consider the following questions: 
What does it mean to be literate in the 21st century? How are you literate as a 21st century person?  
In what world(s) of discourse and power have you grown into literacy and are growing into literacy? 
How about that question for your students? Professors and instructors? Administrators? How did 
you learn to write your way in? 
How far was your literacy environment as a child and adolescent from the literacy environment of 
school? College? How do you describe the differences? Your answer should be situated inside the 
issues of social-emotional learning, social justice, aesthetics, and cognitive skills we have examined 
this term. How distant was your home culture from the culture of the school/college---linguistically, 
sociologically, psychologically, politically, aesthetically and perhaps spiritually?  
How did you learn to produce academic writing? How did that develop for you?  
Can you retrieve any of  those formative experiences? It's a long, slow process. 
If you have student taught or are teaching now, how close was or is your literacy culture to the 
literacy cultures of your students?  If you haven't student taught, think about your preprofessional 
experiences. Whose literacy culture was furthest from yours among your peers? Did you have to 
make decisions about which culture you belonged to?  
What implications do your answers have for you as a teacher? For your students? Go beyond cliché.  
Think about where on the Britton continuum (to be explained in class) you wish to situate this text. 
We will talk in class about issues of confidentiality related to this assignment.  
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